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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/3/06 
has been entered. 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,100,208 in view of Roe et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,834,381. 
Brown discloses a protective fabric which may comprise first and second nonwoven 
outer layers and a water impermeable, vapor permeable center layer. See abstract. 
The first and second nonwoven outer layers may comprise bicomponent fibers and may 
further comprise polyolefins, polyamides and polyesters. See col. 7, lines 54-56. The 
water impermeable, vapor permeable center layer may comprise polyurethane films, 
(col. 9, line 64) as well as polyolefin films such as polyethylene and polypropylene films, 
(col. 10, lines 7-22). The layers may be bonded by ultrasonic bonding, thermal point 
bonding and/or adhesive bonding. See col. 1 1 , lines 29-33. Brown teaches that the 
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fabric may comprise additional outer and/or inter layers, but differs from the claimed 
invention because it does not specifically teach employing a woven or knitted layer in 
conjunction with the center barrier layer. Roe et al teaches that both woven and knitted 
reinforcements, (col. 3, lines 58-65), may be used in forming protective materials which 
comprise a polymeric film layers in order to reinforce the films and produce a fabric 
having improved tear resistance. See col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 15. The reinforcing 
fabrics can be nylon, (polyamide). See col. 2, lines 31-39. The polyurethane resin of 
the film layers would necessarily coat the fibers of the reinforcing fabric after the layers 
and the reinforcing fabric were united by means of heat and pressure. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have included a reinforcing fabric layer within the central layer of Brown et al. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include the central reinforcing 
fabric layer by the expectation that this would improve the strength and tear resistance 
of the Brown fabric as taught by Roe. Since the 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/3/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Brown does not teach a central layer comprising a 
woven fabric coated with a vapor permeable, water impermeable polyurethane resin. 
However, Brown teaches that the center layer can be a barrier layer which prevents the 
passage of water but is breathable to water vapor and that the layer can comprise films 
foam, non-porous films, microporous films and microporous nonwovens, and Brown 
teaches the use of polyurethane films which are permeable to vapor but impermeable to 
liquid water. 
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4. Applicant argues that Roe teaches a tri-laminate fabric but does not teach that 
the polyurethane resin coats the fibers. However, since the woven layer is bonded to 
the polyurethane layers by heat and pressure, the polyurethane resin which makes up 
the polyurethane films of Roe would necessarily coat the fibers of the nylon reinforcing 
fabric, at least at those areas where the bonding occurs. 

5. Applicant argues that the examiner has improperly picked and chosen among the 
references and that there is no motivation to combine the references. However, Brown 
teaches everything claimed except it does not teach that the central polyurethane layer 
comprises a woven polyamide fiber reinforcement. Roe teaches employing woven and 
knitted layers to reinforce polyurethane films which are used as protective layers in 
order to reinforce the films. Since Brown also teaches using polyurethane films in such 
fabrics, the motivation to combine the two references is found in the Roe patent which 
teaches that adding a woven or knitted layer improves the strength and tear resistance 
of the fabrics. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth M. Cole whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1475. The examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 6:00 PM Monday 
through Wednesday, and 6:30 AM and 2 PM on Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (571) 272-1478. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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